
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Patient & families, 

 

We are reaching out as you may have seen the new Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) vaccine schedule that was released in January 2026. This represents a significant 

departure from the previous guidelines and do not align with decades of sound scientific dat. 

 

We believe the updated CDC guidelines no longer reflects the best practices. Therefore, we wish 

to formally notify our patients that Smithfield Pediatrics will continue to follow the Rhode Island 

Department of Health (RIDOH) vaccine guidance that is grounded on science, data, and facts. 

These recommendations align with the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) immunization 

schedule.  

RIDOH will continue to provide all recommended childhood immunizations through the State-

Supplied Vaccine (SSV) Program and your insurance will continue to cover vaccine 

administration fees. 

 

We strongly believe childhood vaccines are one of the safest and most effective ways to protect 

children from serious illness, long-term health problems, and even death. Delaying 

immunization misses crucial periods of potential exposure, putting your child and our 

community at risk. 

 

For more information, you can visit AAP.org or health.ri.gov/immunization. If you have specific 

questions about vaccines for your child, please reach out to your child’s provider. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dinusha Dietrich, MD-FAAP 

Jennifer Barton, PA-C 

Smithfield Pediatrics 


